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     KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

 
COUNTY COUNCIL 

 
  

MINUTES of a special Honorary Freedom of the County meeting of the County 
Council held in the Council Chamber, Sessions House, County Hall, Maidstone 
on Thursday, 21 September 2023. 
 
PRESENT: Mr G Cooke (Chairman), Mr B J Sweetland (Vice-Chairman), 
Mr N Baker, Mr P V Barrington-King, Mr P Bartlett, Mr D Beaney, Mrs C Bell, 
Mrs R Binks, Mr A Booth, Mr A Brady, Mr D L Brazier, Mr C Broadley, 
Mrs B Bruneau, Mr S R Campkin, Mr T Cannon, Sir Paul Carter, CBE, 
Mrs S Chandler, Mr I S Chittenden, Mrs P T Cole, Mr P Cole, Mr N J Collor, 
Mr D Crow-Brown, Mr M C Dance, Ms M Dawkins, Mrs T Dean, MBE, 
Mr M Dendor, Mrs L Game, Mr R W Gough, Ms K Grehan, Ms S Hamilton, 
Peter Harman, Jenni Hawkins, Mr P M Hill, OBE, Mr A R Hills, Mrs S V Hohler, 
Mr S Holden, Mr M A J Hood, Mr A J Hook, Mrs S Hudson, Mr D Jeffrey, 
Mr J A Kite, MBE, Rich Lehmann, Mr B H Lewis, Mr R C Love, OBE, 
Mr R A Marsh, Ms J Meade, Mr J Meade, Mr P J Oakford, Mr J M Ozog, 
Mrs L Parfitt-Reid, Mr C Passmore, Mrs S Prendergast, Mr H Rayner, 
Mr O Richardson, Mr A M Ridgers, Mr D Robey, Mr D Ross, Mr A Sandhu, MBE, 
Mr T L Shonk, Mr C Simkins, Mr M J Sole, Mr P Stepto, Mr R G Streatfeild, MBE, 
Dr L Sullivan, Mr R J Thomas, Mr D Watkins, Mr S Webb, Mr J Wright and 
Ms L Wright 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mr J Cook (Democratic Services Manager) and Mr B Watts 
(General Counsel) 
 

UNRESTRICTED ITEMS 
 

163.   Apologies for Absence  
(Item 1) 
 

The Democratic Services Manager reported apologies from Mr Mike Baldock, Mr 
Trevor Bond, Miss Susan Carey, Mr Nick Chard, Ms Karen Constantine, Mr 
Andrew Kennedy, Mr Steve Manion, Mr James McInroy and Mr Derek Murphy.  
 
Mr Cole reported apologies from Mrs Margot McArthur.  
 

164.   Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests or Other Significant 
Interests in items on the agenda  
(Item 2) 
 

Mr Sandhu declared an interest in that he was a Trustee of the Kent Equality 
Cohesion Council.  
 



 
 

 

 
 

 

165.   Freedom of the County - HMS Kent  
(Item 3) 
 

(1) The Chairman formally welcomed Commander Jeremy Brettell - Royal Navy 
Commanding Officer HMS Kent, Lieutenant Commander Paul Holland – 
Royal Navy Logistics Officer HMS Kent, and Canon Peter Bruinvels – KCC 
Covenant Lead and Civilian-Military Liaison Adviser and Military Expert, to 
the meeting.  

     
(2) The Chairman held a one-minute silence in memory of the Royal Marines 

who lost their lives on Friday 22 September 1989 in the bombing of Deal 
Barracks.  

 
(3) Mr Gough proposed, and Dr Sullivan seconded the motion that the Freedom 

of the County be awarded to HMS Kent and the ship’s company.  
 
(4) The Chairman invited Mr Hood, Mr Hook, Mrs Game, Mr Passmore, Mr 

Richardson, Mrs Prendergast, Mr Crow-Brown, and Mrs Bruneau to speak.  
 
(5) The Chairman put the motion set out in paragraph 3 to the vote.  
 

Motion carried. 
 
(6) The Chairman then presented Commander Brettel with the scroll conferring 

the Freedom of the County and invited Commander Brettel to respond.  
 
(7) Commander Brettel responded on behalf of HMS Kent and the ship’s 

company and expressed his thanks for the honour bestowed upon them by 
the County Council. The Commander presented the Chairman with an HMS 
Kent ship plaque.  

 
(8) The Chairman thanked Commander Brettel and Lieutenant Commander 

Holland for attending to accept the Honour and thanked Mr Bruinvels for his 
continued work as Armed Forces Adviser to the Council.  

 
(9) RESOLVED that the Freedom of the County be awarded to HMS Kent.  
 
Mr Steve Campkin asked for his vote to abstain from the recommendation be 
noted in the minutes. 
 


